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Chairman’s Chat 

 

First of all I would like to thank      
everyone who attended the NERIAC 
Spring Conference in Spofforth in 
April, it was good to see you at the 
new venue which worked out very 
well. I will now tell everyone else who 
did not attend, that they missed a 
very interesting afternoon with the 
speaker, Graham Relton, from the 
North East and Yorkshire Film        

Archive. We all have our personal archive of edited and       
unedited film and some clubs have a Club Archive but the    
archive that we heard about, is saving and storing the film that 
it has for posterity. 

Graham started the afternoon session by showing us the     
oldest clip of film they have, which happened to be Queen  
Victoria opening the new Sheffield Town Hall in 1895. This 
was most interesting, because as the story goes she pressed 
a button, presented to her as she sat in her coach, and        
miraculously the gates of the Town Hall opened ‘using       
electricity.’ Not so! Electricity did not work so some men – but 
out of sight, were pushing the gates open! So from this very 
earliest film, we see the crowd were very impressed, but does 
the camera lie? 

As the afternoon progressed we saw clips of film from the    

beginning of the twentieth century. The most memorable of 

which was the building of the Tyne Bridge. We’ve seen men 

walking on girders on sky scrapers in New York and been very 

impressed, but here they were doing the same on home     

girders – of course ‘Health and Safety at Work’ had not been 

thought of! Seeing that iconic bridge being built was            

fascinating especially as the two sides of the arch met in the 

middle high up over the River Tyne. 
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The funniest film we saw was one that had been entered into 

a competition in the south of our country but was rejected   

because the Yorkshire dialect was too strong and difficult for 

them to follow – it must be a foreign film as we can’t           

understand a single word! I had difficulty, but then again I was 

born in London! The subject of the film was a game (similar to 

golf) played with a small stone hanging in a sling from a    

support, which had to be hit as far as possible. This led to the 

crowd spending the rest of the afternoon looking in the long 

grass for the small stones. A gem of a film, which is now   

preserved for posterity. 

I quote from an interesting letter that Graham sent to me 

about their work.  

“As our remit says, we are here to find, preserve and make 

accessible the moving image heritage of the Yorkshire and 

North East regions. Please do contact us if you would like to 

discuss the collections deposit/acquisition process, we’d be 

more than happy to welcome individuals and small groups to 

the archive to answer any questions on any aspect of our 

work. We do have basic information on our website (http://

www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com/yfa-nefa) but I’m sure you may 

have many more questions, a visit is sometimes the best way 

to do this.’’ 

I know that I will probably not get any replies to this question, 

but the NERIAC Council will be considering what we might do 

next year. We opened our competition to the Northwest      

region as their council is no longer active and it was good that 

some of their members came and supported our competition 

and our Spring Festival. But the big question is – What would 

you, NERIAC members, like to support next year? There 

were not as many entries as usual in the competition this 

year.  

http://www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com/yfa-nefa
http://www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com/yfa-nefa
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So I ask do you want a Spring Festival? Please think about 

this and let me know your thinking. We chose Spofforth   

Village Hall, midway between Wetherby and York as it is about 

in the middle of the region and makes a reasonable more    

equitable distance for members to travel. Think on - without 

your support your region might disappear as has Northwest. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Trevor Spencer 

and David Whitworth, from Huddersfield, who, at the AGM in 

April stepped down from the NERIAC Council. They have been 

on the Council for many years and have worked hard for the 

region. At the same time I would like to welcome George 

Theaker back onto the Council. I would also like to be able to 

welcome some new faces so if you feel that you have      

something to offer I would love to hear from you. Come on now 

don’t be shy. 

Today has been a lovely sunny day and all of us look forward 

to an interesting summer. When you have such a clear bright 

day it is the time to get out and do some filming – everything 

looks so much better with a blue sky and the colours at the 

moment are so vibrant. It will make you feel so happy when 

you review that footage knowing that the film you make    

eventually, will look good! How can you fail to impress? Look 

for something unusual which will make an interesting film for 

next year, you have the talent, so use it. 

Having mentioned Newcastle upon Tyne earlier, a date to put 

in your dairy is Saturday  12
th
 October when the National IAC 

AGM will be held there. NECA members should be able to get 

there with very little travelling so it will be great to see some of 

you there. 

Fran   Haydon 
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A Good Day Out 

 
March 2019 meeting of The Northern Audio-Visual Group 

 

The spring meeting of The Northern Audio-Visual Group was 

held on the 23
rd

 March in St. John’s Church Hall at Snods 

Edge. Twelve members submitted AV sequences which were 

commented upon by Jill Bunting CPAGB and John Smith 

APAGB, CPAGB. They sent their recorded assessments 

which were very favourable. Our sequences have changed 

during the past five years, now voice-overs and video are 

used much more. 

 Malcolm Imhoff FRPS FACI(M), a prolific AV worker who is 

also the AV correspondent for the IAC FVM Magazine, talked 

to us about sound in AV. Malcolm delivered a fascinating talk 

which was not only entertaining but very informative. We all 

learned a lot about easy ways to lengthen and shorten pieces 

of music as well as some more intricate sound manoeuvres. 

These were all illustrated by Malcolm’s award-winning AVs. 

Over forty members came along, including 9 members of the 

Darlington Video Makers who were warmly welcomed. As AV 

and Video come closer together, we feel that we can learn a 

lot from our video friends. At our next meeting in October, 

Derek Mathieson FACI will be talking to us about his methods 

of video editing and video making as well as showing some of 

his excellent video programmes. 

 

Ron Henry 
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 Tynemouth Video Film-Makers Group 
win Swan Movie Makers Competition 

 

Following NERIAC's invitation to members of the North West 
Region to enter their Annual Competition earlier this year, 
Swan Movie Makers from Bebington, Wirral reciprocated and 
opened up a competition they were organising to clubs and 
individual members from the North East. The trophy was 
named after a former member who had been a TV actor and 
script writer - The Ray Dunbobbin Award for Best Original 
Script. 

Always up for a challenge, Tynemouth Video Film-Making 
Group submitted their recent film 'The Dream' as a last-minute 
entry in February. Written by Dave Peffer, who also provided 
the moving voice-over, this is the story of the young boy 
whose plans to compete in the forthcoming Olympic Games 
are crushed by **SPOILER ALERT** the outbreak of the First 
World War. We understand that no other NERIAC entry was 
received. 

We were delighted to hear at the end of March that our film 
had gained first place in the competition. The judge was  
Christine Dawe Dunbobbin, whose late husband had been the 
inspiration for the competition. Although no written comments 
were issued, the judging of the top four films in Swan's 
clubrooms on 12th April had been recorded on video and is 
now available to view online. What a great idea! To see   
Christine's comments search for the Swan Movie Makers  
website and look under News. (The comments for 'The Dream' 
appear about 17 minutes in.) 

 

Trevor Ermel, 

Tynemouth Video Film-Making Group 
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NERIAC Annual Competition 2019 

Results:  

 

Regional Shield £60: Stopover 

by Michael Gough FACI (M) 

Saville Trophy £40: An Afternoon with Victoria 

by Billy Ellwood. 

Senior Trophy: Once Upon a Time 

by Richard Scarsbrook. 

Worsley Cup: A Whole Lot of Cool 

by Derek Mathieson FACI 

Alexander Trophy: Uplift by Jim Walker. 

Wilson Cup: Some Signs of Spring by D J & M Belton 

Highly Commended: After Irma by Richard Scarsbrook. 

Highly Commended: Red Kites by Philip Guy. 

Commended: The Story of a River by Trevor Spencer FACI 

Commended: Eulogy for the Red Telephone Box 

By James Chalmers and Sue Bence. 
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Tynemouth Video Film-Makers Group 

are Moving! 

The final ever meeting of Tynemouth Video Film-Making 

Group in our current club rooms in Camera House,       

Tynemouth, took place on Monday 29
th
 April, when 15 

members and guests enjoyed an informal fish and chips 

meal, followed by the presentation of the trophies to this 

season’s competition winners. Wine and cakes were also 

kindly provided by some of the members. 

Chairman Dave Peffer rounded off the evening with some 

reminiscences of the happy times we had spent here over 

the years and we raised a toast to our old home, which we 

had occupied since 1957. Happily, the venue has been   

recorded many times on various club videos and its memory 

will live on, and we look forward to entering our new     

premises in nearby North Shields next season. At: 

107 Howard Street, North Shields. NE30 1NA 
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Members Enjoying their Fish Supper 

at the final meeting in Camera House 
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>>> TIMELINE <<< 
By Michael and Linda Gough 

 

LINDA IN OPENING SCENE (FLASHBACK) 

Clubs and Regions are folding all over the country which is a 

real shame for those wanting to pursue the hobby alongside of 

like-minded people. Our Spring Festival had a reasonable   

audience but with a difference. NERIAC had invited anyone 

from North West Region, which is no longer functioning to join 

in our competition and attend our event. This year probably 

half of the competition entries were from North West and the 

other half from NERIAC.  

So there was a good audience to listen to Graham Relton from 
the North East Film Archive explaining how the Archive works 
to save films, videos and DVDs about the North East for    
posterity. We had an extraordinary film show going back into 
the 1890s and coming reasonably up to date with compilations 
NEFA had made on different subjects and for different         
audiences. Graham pleaded for any more films to be shown to 
the Archive before the family throws them out. Do check out 
their website to see some of their collection which has been 
digitised AND do think about offering your masterpieces to 
NEFA. 

CUT TO MICHAEL 

Linda and I love watching amateur videos, no matter what it is 

about or how it has been made. There is always something to 

learn either about the subject or the filmic skills that helps to 

tell the tale so well. Recently we had a pleasant session at 

home judging the competition entries from Scotland. We gave 

the prize to Hugh Trevor and were looking forward to meeting 

him and our other Scottish friends at the presentation.         

Unfortunately,  
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I developed a medical problem which prevented us from going 

so we are looking forward to crossing the border in the future to 

make up for it.  

Our more recent audience was at BIAFF 2019 in Birmingham. 

The Sunday Award Winning Show was the first time it had    

taken place in a proper theatre with raked seating. The   

presentation was superb, and the compliments have been  

pouring in. As in all competitions I would be surprised if        

everyone agreed totally with the judges but congratulations to 

our own Bob Lorrimer who produced another masterpiece 

which had the audience in stitches. How can one man be so 

talented to write, act the main part, operate the camera, mix a 

complex but subtle audio track and edit. (Not that I am jealous!) 

DISSOLVE TO LINDA   

Clubs, Regional and National organisations will continue to 

close if we don’t get people to organise clubs and Regional 

shows. Don’t be too shy to offer your help. This year we lost 

two of our outstanding members of NERIAC Council, Trevor 

Spencer and David Whitworth. Both have been on the Council 

for 40 years or more. In that time they have been in the        

projection team for all of our regional events and regularly for 

BIAFF when our Region was responsible for organising the 

event. We will miss their contributions but hope they enjoy their 

retirement and have more time to make films for the            

competition.  A big Thank You to them both. 

We did manage to twist George Theaker’s arm to re-join   
Council. He has been on Council before so knows what he has 
let himself in for. Thanks George look forward to seeing you at 
the Council meetings. 
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CUT TO MICHAEL 

While believing in our own interests in amateur videos we 

should not ignore the massive catalogue of quality films 

(lets use that generic term for everything that is on offer on 

TV or at the cinema) Last week we sat and watched the 

BAFTA Awards and were reminded of the excellent         

storytelling, acting and documentary photography  available 

every night from the box in the corner of our own rooms. 

Linda and I also regularly go to the cinema. Recently we 

have thoroughly enjoyed totally different styles, from the  

action and effects of “The Avengers – Endgame” to the 

beautifully written and emotional acting of “Tolkien”. Enjoy 

putting your own thoughts and skills on a screen but don’t 

forget the pleasures of watching the work of others at all 

levels. 

FADE TO BLACK 

NERIAC wins the 2018 Mini Mermaid Trophy with        

Tynemouth Video Film-Makers Groups ‘’The Critic.’’ 
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Do you have a film that can          

represent NERIAC in the IAC 2019 

Mermaid and Mini Mermaid         

Competition at the IAC AGM Hosted 

This Year by our own Region Then 

contact our regional Secretary 

Derek Mathieson 

 

The Mermaid entry should be of recent making.  
A short, entertaining movie of not more than 
ten minutes duration, including title and 
credits. 

The Mini Mermaid should be no longer than 
sixty seconds including title and credits and 
should be humorous. 

Neither should have won any major awards i.e. 
BIAFF Daily Mail Trophy,   IAC Diamonds 

and category trophies. 
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TEHCIE NEWS by Derek Mathieson 

FREE ALTERNATIVE TO PHOTOSHOP 

Are you unwilling to pay Adobe’s expensive fees to use     

Photoshop well there IS a free alternative!  Take a look at 

Gimp 2.10.10 (www.gimp.org) 

This is a free open-source alternative to Photoshop (which 

costs £120 per year) The program has had plenty of updates 

over the years but GIMP’s core design hasn’t changed much, 

which means that long term users don’t have to worry about 

learning new menus, but the complex layout and sheer array 

of buttons and controls can be confusing for newcomers. But 

fear not there is  plenty of help available, including a series of 

tutorials at www.gimp.org/tutorials. 

The new version makes it easier to work with images, that 

comprise multiple layers (though it does require you to have a 

mouse with a middle button).   

It might take a while to get to grips with, but GIMP remains the 

most powerful free image editor available. 

 

DOWNLOAD AND CONVERT YOUTUBE VIDEOS 

A favourite free tool is undoubtedly 4K Video Downloader 

(www.4kdownload.com) 

To use the program, you just need to copy the video URL from 

YouTube and paste it into the program. You can select the 

quality and format (MP4 or MKV) and whether or not to include 

subtitles, or just extract the audio in MP3, M4A or OGG        

format.  4K Downloader includes a Smart Mode that lets you 

download videos from YouTube with a single click, using the 

settings you have previously specified. 

http://www.gimp.org
http://www.gimp.org/tutorials
http://www.4kdownload.com
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RECORD ANY VIDEO PLAYING ON SCREEN 

If you need to do a demonstration of some software for your 

club, then you can use a screen-and-video-capture tool called 

ActivePresenter (www.atomisystems.com) to record any 

playing video.  The software is free to use and, as well as     

recording video, lets you edit the captured content afterwards, 

trimming the start and end points, and cutting out unwanted 

parts (including adverts) You can also copy and paste clips,   

re-order captured videos, blur out part of the video, split and 

join audio and video, change the playback speed and volume, 

add captions, and drop in transitions between parts.  Other  

options let you change the size of the video  frame rate and 

quality, and the sample and rate and bitrate of the audio.   

Captured videos can be saved in a range of popular formats, 

including MPL4, FLV, AVI, WMV, WebM and MKV.                  

ALTERNATIVE TO CCLEANER SOFTWARE 

CCleaner has been around for quite some time, but you need 

to be careful when installing it as it can download unwanted 

files on to your pc. An alternative program is BleachBit2.2 

(download from www.snipca.com/31306) 

Small, free and open-source, BleachBit is a great alternative 

to CCleaner.  With simple uncluttered design, it frees up space 

on your hard drive by scanning for and deleting unnecessary 

temporary files, created by your browser, as well as those 

from popular programs such as VLC, GIMP, and Microsoft   

Office.  You can also use it to securely delete any sensitive 

files on your computer making them impossible to recover, 

even when using undelete software. (Click File, then Shred 

Files or Shred Folders and choose what to purge) 

Version 2.2 speeds up load times and improves cleaning of 
Chrome and Firefox, but it does not as yet support            
Microsoft Edge. 

http://www.atomisystems.com
http://www.snipca.com/31306


16 

NERIAC Contacts 
Chairman: 

Fran Haydon: email: fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk 

Secretary: 

Derek Mathieson FACI  

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: dereksc07@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

Ray Henderson FACI  

25 The Crescent, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7ST 

Tel: 0191 270 1005 email: ray@coopuk.com 

Council Members: 

Audrey Cutts 

Linda Gough FACI 

Michael Gough FACI (M) 

George Theaker FACI 

Nor’Easter Editor: 

Ivor Rose FACI    

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: ivorrose@fastmail.co.uk 

Welcome to New Regional Members: 

Mark Rushforth and Suzie Moore FACI 
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